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Camellia japonica IJ_IZ;bFé

Camellias are usually evergreen trees or shrubs with
leathery toothed leaves, large showy flowers and capsules
opening from upper portion. There are about 280 species
in tropical and subtropical Asia, especially rich in Yunnan,
Guangxi, Guangdong, and Sichuan provinces of China.

Many Camellias have high economic value. Tea, for
example, 1s a famous beverage in the international market.
Seed o1l (Tea oil) of some Camellias 1s edible or for
industrial use. Most of all, Camellias are reputable
because of their beautiful and showy flowers. They are
favourite ornamental plants in gardens.

In Hong Kong, there are 10 species and 1 variety of  cumetiia sranthamians 815
native Camellias (see table below).

thsz38 Chinese Name Ei32 Scientific Name 53732 English Name

EEFEL (BEZ) Camellia caudata Tail-leaved Camellia
AR (5 ) Camellia crapnelliana Crapnell's Camellia
BEESL (WrExEm) |Camellia euryoides Eurya-leaved Camellia
sk B8 L Camellia furfuracea

Ka L= (B8 Camellia granthamiana Grantham’s Camellia

iy s Camellia hongkongensis Hong Kong Camellia

Sa RS hEE Camellia kissii Caduous-petal Camellia
SHES Camellia oleifera Oil-tea Camellia, O1l Tea
N Camellia salicifolia Willow-leaved Camellia
B Camellia sinensis Tea

EIEE (EEZ) Camellia sinensis var. waldeniae [Walden’s Camellia,Walden Tea
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Small tree or shrub, branchlets hairy. Leaves oblong, 6-9 cmlong,
acuminate. Pendulous flowers white, about 3 cm in diameter. Fruit a capsule,
1.5-2 cm across, up to 3-celled. Flowering from October to March of the following
year. This species was first cdlected in Mount Victoria and Mount Gough on
Hong Kong Island around 1850 by J. G. Champion who named it Camellia
assimilis Champ. ex Benth. (Pointed-leaf Camellia), but it is now consi-
dered a synonym of C. caudate. This uncommon species is recorded in the
secondary forests of Victoria Peak, Lin Fa Shan and Ma On Shan.

Camellia crapnelliana Tutcher
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A distinct species, can be easily recognized by its orange-red
bark. Flowers white, 8-10 cm in diameter. Flowering in December.
The fruit is largest among local Camellia species, a spherical cap-
sule of diameter 7-10 cm. Fruiting from June to September. This
species was first described by W. J. Tutcher from Mount Parker,
Hong Kong Island in 1903; rather rare, growing in woodlands of
Mount Parker and Ma On Shan.

Camellia etiryoide:
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Small tree or shrub; branchlets with velvet hairs. Leaves thin but stiff, with finely-
toothed margins and hairs underneath resemble those of Eurya (hence the species epithet).
Flowers white, borne in axils or branch tops, almost sessile, hairless. Fruit small, 7-9 mm
in diameter, 1-celled. Flowering from January to March. Commonly seen along margins
of secondary forests and thin forests; recorded in Mount Parker, Pat Sin Leng and Keung
Shan.
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Camellia furfuracea (M
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Shrub to small tree, young branches glabrous. Leaves oblong or elliptic, 8 - 15 ¢cm long,
upper surface shiny, denticulate, lateral veins 7 - 8 pairs, impressed on the upper surface.
Flowers 1 - 2 apical or axillary arranged, white, ovary hairy, with 3 free styles. Capsule sph-
erical, 3 - 4 cm in diameter, furfuraceous (hence the species epithet). Fruiting in July. The
only recorded locality in Hong Kong isin Tai Po Kau, first recorded in 2004.

RIS (BEHR) ranthan's Cam
Camellia granthamiana Sealy .
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A showy species characterized by its large white flower, which is 10-14 ¢m in diameter,
and by the 12 bracts and sepals enveloped the lower part of the fruit. Flowering in March and April.
Rare, in woodlands of Tai Mo Shan and Ma On Shan. It was first discovered in the ravine of
Tai Mo Shan in 1955 and only one individual was found at that time.




é%% Hong Kong Camellia

Camellia hongkongensis Seem.
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Small tree or shrub; branchlets glabrous. Leaves elliptic, 7-12 cm long. Flowers pink to red,

about 5 cm in diameter. Flowering from December to February of the following year. It is the only native
Camelhia with red flowers, growing in secondary forests on Hong Kong Island, but rather rare. First dis-
covered in 1849 in a ravine in Victoria Peak and only three individuals were found at that time.

f?ﬁ"ﬂ?}fﬂﬂ% Caduous-petal Camellia

Camelfia kissii Wall.
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Small tree or shrub; branchlets hairy. Leaves stiff, ovate to elliptic, glabrous, with finely-toothed
margins. Flowers white, almost sessile. Fruit pear-shaped, 1 to 3-celled. Flowering from November
to December. Commonly seen in secondary forests. Recorded in Tai Mo Shan, Kwun Yum Shan,

Pat Sin Leng and Bride’s Pool.




SHZE Oil-tea Camellia
Camellia oleifera Abel

INEBIRSHER » IECATE - MBI BN » F4A-TEK -
AT » A » BEE6-6EK - REES. b-4 bEXK » 3F -
TEHA8-11H - B Ppite AN =M » B FERENESE
SpRfret - RIS EREZREE -

Small tree or shrub; branchlets hairy. Leaves elliptic Tea ’@Eﬁ:ake

% to obovate, 4-7 cm long. Flowers white, subsessile, 5-

6em in diameter. Fruit 3.5-4.5 cm in diameter, 3-celled.
Flowering from August to November. Seeds oil can be used
for cooking and industrial uses. After oil is extracted from
the seed, the residue is compressed as Tea Seed Cake
as a side product. Commonly cultivated in the areas south
of Yangtze River.

ﬂﬂ%% Willow-leaved Camellia
Camellia salicifolia Champ. ex Benth.
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Small tree. Young branches are hairy. Leaves thin, ¥
lanceolate, resemble those of willow (hence the English |
common name and species epithet) with soft hairs un- |
derneath and toothed margins. Flowers white and hairy.
Fruit near spherical, 1-celled. Flowering from August
to November. Commonly found in secondary forests. |
Recorded in Victoria Peak, Mount Parker, Tai Mo Shan, |
etc. First discovered in Happy Valley, Hong Kong Island
around 1850.

% Tea

Camellia sinensis (
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Shrubs, glabrous except the young parts. Leaves oblong or elliptic,
4-12 cm long, acute or obtuse, short-toothed. Flowers white, 2-3 cm in dia-
meter. Fruit globose. Flowering from October to February of the following
year. Tea is made from leaves of this plant. Commonly cultivated or
naturalized near villages.




éfﬁ;ﬁ Walden Tea

Camellia sinensis var. walden
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A variety of Tea native to Hong Kong
and named after a local water-colour artist,
Mrs. B. M. Walden. It differs from Tea in being
a small tree with glabrous oblanceolate leaves
and fragrant flowers. Uncommon, in secon-
dary forests. Recorded in Tai Mo Shan and
Wu Kau Tang.
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The native Camellias of Hong Kong are relatively rare with
small population sizes and restricted distribution. Moreover, its
high amenity value frequently attracts destructive collectors. For
this reason, our native Camellias are protected under the Forestry
Regulations (subsidiary legislation of Cap. 96). Selling or possessing
wild specimens of native Camellias is prohibited and the maximum
penalty for contravening the regulations is a fine of $25,000.
Besides law enforcement, other strategic measures have been
adopted to conserve the rare Camellias. The original habitats
of Camellias have been identified and listed as Sites of Special
Scientific Interest (SSSI) where appropriate. Some of them are
located within the Country Parks so that adequate protection
of these plants are secured. The Agriculture, Fisheries and Conser-
vation Department has been actively propagating these species
and reintroducing them into'the wild. It is hoped that the wild
populations ofthese rare and beautiful plants can be maintained for
appreciation by our future generations.
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