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Theﬁt Mt Paisonous Plants in Hong Kong
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Plants beautify environment and provide food and medicines for mankind and animals.
However, some plants are poisonous; we must not try to eat any unknown plants, and it may
be unsafe even to touch them. The following species are some of the most poisonous plants
in Hong Kong that we should be aware of.

FAYW (FAH) GoatHorns

Strophanthus divaricatus (Lour.) Hook. & Arn.
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1' me&(&ggﬂfﬁme shrubs with clear or yellowish latex, up to 2m high,
: xcept for the flowers. Leaves opposite, elliptic, oblong or obovate,
zm long and 1.5-5.cm wide. Flowers yellow, 3 to 15in a terminal cluster;
corolla% vate, to 10.cm long, abrupty namowed into pendulous tails. Fruit
consists of two follicles of 9- 15 cm long and 2 - 3.5 cm wide, divaricating at an
angle of 180- 250, Flowering from March to July. Frumng from June to November.
Growmd In thin forests orin thickets nearse’ésme
Thg plant contains dlvamas’fde divostroside, sinoside, smtr051d6,
caudoside, caudostmmde, 5ﬁmento cymarinand and D-strophanthin [,
\tc which are prSonous. Symptors of poisoning are nausea,vo-
itingand diarr a, lack of appetite, fatigue, neuralgic aphasia, hall-
ucmahcm confusion and sudden death.
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Cerbera manghas L.
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Evergreen tree, up to 8 m high, containing milky juice; branches whorled,
marked with leaf-scars. Leaves alternate, oblong or narrowly ovate, 6 - 37 cm
long and 2.3 - 7.8 cm wide, with 20 to 30 pairs'of lateral veins. Flowers white,
funnel-form, in terminal fascicles; corolla-tube 2.5 - 4 cm long, limb 5-lobed.
Fruit a drupe ellipsoid or globose 4 - § cm long, 4 - 6 cm wide, orange’f\ﬁﬁ@
mature, with thick woody-fibrous endocarp. Flowering from March to October.
Fruiting from July to December. Growing on tidal rivefbanks and seashores,
also cultivated in gardens.

All parts of the plants are poisonots, especially the seeds are severely
poisonous, which contain cardiac glycosides, thevetin, cerberin, etc. Symptorns
of poisoning are nausea, vomiting, colic, diarrhea, face grayish, low blood
pressure and slow pulse, difficulty in respiration, dilation of the pupils,
weakening of the heart beat and eventual death.
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Strychnos angustifiora Benth.
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Scandent shrub, to 10 m long, glabrous except
for inflorescence and flowers. Branches with axillary
thoms. Leaves opposite, ovate, elliptic, or suborbicular,
3-8cm long and 2 - 4 cm wide, with 3 o 5 basal veins.
Flowers 8-11 mm long, in terminal thyrses; corolla white
or yellowish, tube 4 - 5 mm long. Fruit a berry, orange
when ripe, globose, 2 - 4 cm in diameter. Growing on
slopes of hills and in thin forests.

All parts of the plant are poisonous, especially the fruit and seeds, which contain strychnine and
brucine. Symptorns of poisoning include stiffness of neck and face, muscular convulsion, difficulty in
respiration, dilated pupils, spastic laugh and opisthotonus.
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Gelsemium elegans (Gardner & Champ.) Benth.
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Evergreen twining climber, glabrous throughout, to 3 -12 m long, with opposite, ovate to ovate-lanceol-
ate leaves of 7 - 12 cm long and 2- 5.5 cm wide. Flowers in a terminal dichotomal cyme; corolla orange, funnel-
form, limb 5-lobed. Fruit an ellipsoid or ovoid capsule, 10 - 15 mm long, 6 - 10 mm in diameter. Flowering from
May to November. Growing in scrubby forests and thickets.

All parts of the plant are poisonous, especially the young leaves. Chewing three leaves will usually
be fatal to human beings. Honey bees are sometirnes poisoned by visiting the flowers. Alkaloides related
to strychnine, 1.e. gelsemine, gelsemicine and kournine, which are severely poisonous, are found in this
plant. Symptoms of poisoning include thirst, fever, serious pains in the throat and stomach, headache,
dizziness, dimness of vision, respiratory paralysis, depression of the central nervous system, sweating,
convulsion, muscular weakness and eventual death.
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Datura metel L .
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Datura metel #5735 Datura metel B35

Erect perennial herb or shrub, up to 2 m high, glabrous or slightly hairy; young branches purple. Leaves alternate,
ovate or ovate-oblong, 9-25 cm long and 4-15 cm wide, apex acuminate, base very unequal, margin wavy or imeg-
ularly and shallowly lobed. Flowers large, solitary and axillary; calyx green, 4-12 cm long; corolla trumpet-shaped,
14-20 cm long, white or purplish, limb 6-10 cm in diameter, 5-lobed, lobes mucronulate at apex. Fruit globose,
3-4 cm in diameter, with short and stout spines, apex irregularly 4-valved when mature. Flowering from June to
October; fruiting from August to November. Growing on abandoned lands near villages.

Whole plant poisonous, especially the seeds, which contain
atropine or hyoscyamine, hyoscine or scopolamine, are severely
poisonous, Chewing three seeds will usually be fatal to human
beings, A related species, Jimson Weed (Dafura stramonium L.)
18 a cultivated plant with larger white flowers usually hanging
from branches 1s also poisonous,

Datura sframonivim SEIR

X R (ERm )
Text: P T. Li (South China Agricultural University)
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